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NOTIFICATION OF EMERGENCY MEASURES

Addendum

The following communication, received on 23 May 2012, is being circulated at the request of the Delegation of Australia.
_______________
	Amended testing requirements for imports of tomato seed (Solanum lycopersicum L.)

	
Emergency measures for imports of tomato seed into Australia were introduced in June 2008 as outlined in G/SPS/N/AUS/225.  The measures were introduced due to the quarantine risk presented by Potato spindle tuber viroid (PSTVd).  Australia amended the emergency measures in February 2012 on the basis of a review that indicated higher levels of risk.  Measures against PSTVd were strengthened and measures for Pepino mosaic virus (PepMV) were introduced.  Since the amendments were implemented, several tomato seed consignments infected with Tomato chlorotic dwarf viroid (TCDVd) have been intercepted by Australian authorities.

The amended measures will now require that tomato seed consignments must:

· be tested for PSTVd, TCDVd and PepMV;  or

· come from tested parent plants;  or

· come from areas or properties that are free of the viroid and virus as shown by official surveys involving testing.


Detailed descriptions of the amendments and supporting information can be found at:  
"http://www.aqis.gov.au/icon32/asp/ex_casecontent.asp?intNodeId=8963617&intCommodityId=24821&Types=none&WhichQuery=Go+to+full+text&intSearch=1&LogSessionID=0"
"http://www.aqis.gov.au/icon32/asp/ex_topiccontent.asp?TopicType=Quarantine+Alert&TopicID=24665"
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